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Performance art takes its next steps with a festival this month

© VestAndPage 2010. 'Without Tuition or Restraint', The Exchange Gallery,
Penzance (UK)

August, 2013

by: Alexandra Ivanoff

Performance
 artist Erdem Gündüz’s silent, motionless 
“Standing Man” protest in Taksim Square in June – and 
the thousands of other standing people he inspired – has newly 
exposed many in Turkey to the power of performance art.
 
This
 little-understood form of artistic expression is actually 
“sculpture-based,” according to Burçak Konukman, the 
director of the 2013 edition of the International Performance 
Association (IPA) Festival, which will be held in Istanbul this month. 
“Performance art is live art, and it treats the body like 
sculpture, by using the body in a space in a certain way,” 
Konukman told Time Out Istanbul in an interview.
 
Performance-art
 training helps a person contact and strengthen his or her inner sensors
 by means of particular physical and emotional exercises. Konukman 
offers an example: “One student was doing a performance in a 
stairwell. She was shouting ‘What’s the next step?’ 
while she was cleaning the stairs, one by one. Watching that was so 
strange, and I can still hear it in my head!”
 
Konukman
 cautions, however, against confusing performance art with such 
populist
 actions as flash-mobs, or putting large signage (no matter how 
revolutionary the language) or costumes on one’s body and marching
 down a boulevard. “Those things are usually promotional and could

Art, Culture & Museums

Art, Culture & Museums

Art, Culture & Museums

Art, Culture & Museums

Food
& Drink

Nightlife Music Shopping
& Style

Around Town
& Kids

Art, Culture &
Museums

Books Film LGBT

Most viewed

You may also like

Event Calendar

Lessons from ‘Standing Man’

Like 32

http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/Advanced-Search
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/agenda
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/istanbulbeatblog
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28316/Erol-Akyava%C5%9F-%E2%80%93-Retrospective
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28319/Close-Quarters
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28319/Close-Quarters
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28334/Datascape
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28351/Aesthetics-of-Resistance
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28351/Aesthetics-of-Resistance
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28337/Summer-Group-Exhibition-2013
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28337/Summer-Group-Exhibition-2013
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28337/Summer-Group-Exhibition-2013
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9833/CDA-Projects-
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9757/The-Empire-Project
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9757/The-Empire-Project
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/10540/Rodeo
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/10563/Elipsis-Gallery
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/10563/Elipsis-Gallery
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9864/Pi-Artworks-Galatasaray
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9864/Pi-Artworks-Galatasaray
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/9864/Pi-Artworks-Galatasaray
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2209/Simon-says
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2209/Simon-says
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2257/Sultans-Merchants-Painters-400-years-of-Dutch-Turkish-relations
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2257/Sultans-Merchants-Painters-400-years-of-Dutch-Turkish-relations
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2257/Sultans-Merchants-Painters-400-years-of-Dutch-Turkish-relations
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2257/Sultans-Merchants-Painters-400-years-of-Dutch-Turkish-relations
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2209/Simon-says
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2209/Simon-says
javascript:showEvent('0','15')
javascript:showEvent('0','15')
javascript:showEvent('0','15')
javascript:showEvent('1','15')
javascript:showEvent('1','15')
javascript:showEvent('2','15')
javascript:showEvent('2','15')
javascript:showEvent('3','15')
javascript:showEvent('3','15')
javascript:showEvent('4','15')
javascript:showEvent('4','15')
javascript:showEvent('5','15')
javascript:showEvent('5','15')
javascript:showEvent('6','15')
javascript:showEvent('6','15')
http://adserver.ajansmedya.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=130__zoneid=19__cb=b1bbe6652b__maxdest=http://www.biletix.com/etkinlik/PBY04/ISTANBUL/en
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28351/Aesthetics-of-Resistance
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28335/subREAL
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2700/Word%28s%29-on-the-street
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/4846/Sak%C4%B1p-Sabanc%C4%B1-Museum
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28342/1001-Faces-of-Orientalism
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/5084/Y%C4%B1ld%C4%B1z-Palace-Museum
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/event/28334/Datascape
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/4852/Pera-Museum
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/venue/4834/Sadberk-Han%C4%B1m-Museum
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/alsolikelist.aspx?TypesID=3&CategoriesID=15&RecordID=2715
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/Default.aspx
http://adserver.ajansmedya.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=174__zoneid=18__cb=df3bbc3d97__maxdest=https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/time-out-istanbul-in-english/id670254569
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/fooddrink/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/fooddrink/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/nightlife/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/music/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/shopping/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/shopping/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/aroundtown/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/aroundtown/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artsculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artsculture/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/books/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/film/home
http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/gaylesbian/home


Lessons from ‘Standing Man’ | Art, Culture & Museums | Article | Istanbul's Guide to Life | timeoutistanbul.com/en/

http://www.timeoutistanbul.com/en/artculture/article/2715/Lessons-from-Standing-Man[14.08.2013 08:39:03]

Archive exhibition
Audio/ video performance
Documentation
Film screening
Photography exhibition
Caricature exhibition
Art exhibition
Art and sculpture
exhibition
Art gallery
Exhibition

 be perceived as advertising,” he explains. “İstiklal 
Caddesi is one long shopping mall, and companies are always doing 
promotions there. Real performance art is wide-open; we use it in a way  
that encourages responsibility.”
 
The IPA Festival
 
Konukman
 and an international group of young participants will meet August 12 
for a series of IPA Summer Camp workshops, to be followed by a 
workshop 
performance on August 17 and a festival from August 22-24, capped by 
a 
conference and panel. Fittingly, given the uncertain political and 
social climate in Turkey right now, this year’s theme for the IPA 
Platform for Young Performance Artists will be “What’s the 
Next Step?”
 
IPA
 co-founder Jürgen Fritz, from Germany, 
will be one of the IPA 
Summer Camp’s international team of 
teachers, alongside Agnes 
Nedregard (Norway) and VestANDPage , 
the name used by the duo Verena 
Stenke (Germany) and Andrea Pagnes 
(Italy). The venues for the festival 
will be the Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 
University, Siemens Sanat, Maumau, 
Quit, Tophane-i Amire, MIXER, 
Sanatorium, Istanbul Modern, SALT 
Galata and SALT Beyoğlu.
 
Konukman’s
 affinity for the techniques of 
performance art stems from training 
directly with Fritz in Berlin for an IPA Summer Camp in 2011. 
Fritz’s curriculum included such exercises as “riding the 
mad horse,” explains Konukman. “For two hours, we had to 
imagine riding a wild young horse to figure out how
 you would do it, and how the horse rides you. It creates an awareness 
of how the space around you changes.” For this year’s camp 
and festival, Konukman will take Fritz’s list of questions 
attached to the theme “What’s the Next Step?” to 
examine what’s next for 1) You; 2) Istanbul; 3) Turkey; and 4) 
Life. “We actually chose this formula at the beginning of the 
year, long before the Gezi [Park] protests happened,” he says. 
“It’s a response to all the infrastructure changes 
[we’ve been seeing] in the city.”
 
But
 after what we’ve witnessed over the past few months, is there a 
risk of police intervention in work performed in public spaces? 
“Our outdoor performances will only be in spaces that are 
connected to a venue. And these venues have their own security. We 
don’t need to get permits [for public assembly],” Konukman 
says. “We are also not doing anything violent or [threatening]. 
Any police intervention will be handled by the venues. And the beauty of
 IPA’s platform is that it’s portable.”
 
Nexus in Tophane
 
In
 the IPA’s seventh year of producing programs around the world, 
the organization has selected a new gallery in Istanbul’s Tophane 
neighborhood as the meeting point for its 2013 program. An active 
gallery with its own permanent collection of 500 pieces of contemporary 
art and new exhibits every two weeks, MIXER also functions as a venue  
for lectures, films and music, and has a small café inside. This 
month, in addition to its regular exhibitions and events, the space will
 be home base for the IPA program.
 
MIXER
 co-owner Bengü Gün and artist-relations director Mehmet 
Kahraman are excited about the IPA’s impending residency there. 
“We have a big, wide-open space that is perfect for this kind of 
collaboration,” Gün says. And Kahraman sees the partnership 
as a natural blend of MIXER’s mandate to launch emerging visual 
artists and curators with the IPA’s core activities of teaching 
the techniques of performance art.
 
Though
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 the program’s theme seems anchored to Turkey and Istanbul, the 
topics that will be examined are only catalysts for thinking globally by
 acting locally. “Yes, it’s site-specific,” says 
Konukman. “But art is such a powerful thing we can’t see its
 parameters.”
 
The International Performance Association Festival runs Aug 12-24
 at various locations. For more information on the workshops, platform, 
performances and conference, visit www.i-pa.org. Workshop program is 
limited to 40 people; email ipasummer@i-pa.org for application 
information. Event home base MIXER (www.mixerarts.com) is located 
at Boğazkesen Caddesi 45 in Tophane.
 
Photo © VestAndPage 2012. 'Fear vs Love vs Fear'. Alumnos47 Foundation,
Mexico City. Photograph by Bernardo Arcos M.
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